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And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with
ever-increasing glory; which comes from the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)

Words of Encouragement

& Good Hope

Hello beautiful women of SUMC!

My first “date” (if you can call it that)
occurred when | was in Junior High and the
cool thing to do was to attend the local
Fireman’s Carnival with a boy. | hadn’t known
that fact prior to 7" grade and had lived in a
blissful and delighted ignorance as | attended
the annual (and fantastic) carnival with my
family. In 7" grade, however, an upper
classman explained to my friends and me that
you were a “loser” if you went without a date.
We were all horrified. While we had moved
from the boys-have-cooties stage into the he’s-
cute-but-I-can’t-talk-to-him realm, we weren’t
ready for prolonged conversation, time alone, or
even the incredibly fearful first “real” Kiss. |
spent lots of time sweating out the predicament
and even explained to my Dad that | wouldn’t
be able to attend with the family that year.
When he inquired as to the reason, | indignantly
explained to him that only losers go to the fair
with their family. | sort of remember the look
on my Dad’s face as he realized that a new
season of life had arrived.

My friends and | spent days and days on
the phone discussing our situation and what we

would do if no one asked us to go. Could we go
together as a group — as long as we weren’t with
our family? Were we brave enough to ask a boy
ourselves? What would we actually do if a boy
did ask us? So many issues and scenarios swirled
in our heads as we sweated out the impending
fair.

When Scott Lemons did ask me to attend the
fair with him (his Dad would pick us up in their
station wagon about 5PM and we were allowed to
ride in the way back rear-facing seats), my
trepidation and fear did not subside. Instead, a
whole new set of issues arose. What exactly does
one do on a date? What does a girl talk about
with a boy? What do | do if he tries to hold my
hand? And — the absolute biggest issue of all —
what in the world do | wear?

It turns out that this situation — as whimsical
and silly as it seems now — was the first time fear
of the unknown struck me and nearly brought my
life to a hold. Everything else was put on the
back burner while I tried to work out the answers
and exact scenarios so | could keep everything
under control. It’s amazing how time provides
perspective and even the most confusing and
seemingly insurmountable obstacles are passed.
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God is constantly working in the new. We can
look to the past and be comforted by the way God
proves that he was, is, and will be the same — but it
is in the exact moment where you are that God is at
work. He wants to calm your fears and remind you
of His promise to be steady in your life — no matter
how huge or trivial your issues may be. God also
invites us to have what | like to call a “God-size”
perspective on our lives and not lose sight of the
big picture in the midst of the details. It’s hard to
do in a world full of details --- molehills that turn
into mountains. But the God of the universe, who
created the earth and all the heavens, is
passionately and specifically invested in your exact
situations — and promises to bring something new
out of whatever it is that is troubling you.

Do not call to mind the former things, or
ponder things of the past. Behold I will do
something new, now it will spring forth;
Will you not be aware of it? | will even
make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers
in the desert. Isaiah 43:18-19 (NAS)

In Christ,
Katie Webster

When you come to the end of all the light you know, and are about to step off into the darkness of the unknown, faith is knowing
that one of two things will happen: there will be solid ground beneath you or you will be taught how to fly. - Unknown



Pray Big Prayers for Your Marriage

By Whitney Hopler
(Borrowed with permission from Crosswalk.com. The following is a report on the practical applications of Will Davis Jr.'s book, Pray Big for Your Marriage: The
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Your marriage has the potential to bless both you and your spouse in significant ways. SOAT 1 § O OAOOI
marriage. Go after the best God has for you and your spouse by praying big prayers for your marriage. ( A O A
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get by; pray to thrive in your marriage. Go ahead and ask God to do whateveryl O8 A 1 EEA (EI O1 Al

FLove Jesus first. Make your relationship with Jesus your top priority -- over your marriage Z and encourage your spouse to do
the same. If you both make Jesus your first love, His love will fill your marriage and empower you to love each other more. Be sure
to look to God for your security and self-esteemz1 I O UT OO ObPI OOA8 $1 180 AGPpAAO Ul OO
both you and your spouse to have the wisdom\zind strength to rely on God every day rather than putting unnecessary pressure on
/ each other.

EPray for emotional intimacy. Ask God to make your marriage a safe relationship and help you and your spouse cultivate
openness, honesty, and trust. Confess your sins-and talk to God about your deepest fears and longings. Pray for God to heal the
emotional wounds that may have damaged youlr~ ability to be authentic. Ask God to help you and your spouse enjoy meaningful and

. ™ intimate conversations.
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EPray for spiritual intinfacy. Pray that both you andyour spopOOA xEI 1 AT 1T O0OAT OlU OAAE '
marriage. Ask God to unify you with Him and each other. Pray for protection from distractions that could interfere with you and
your spouse seeking God with your whole hearts. Encourage each other to pursue God first before all else. Make a regular practice
of praying together, incorporaging prayer into your marriage frequently.

ESubmit to one another out of reverence for Jesus. Ak God to humble you and help you yield to your spouse as a way of
honoring Him. Pray for the discernment to know when togdefer t@ your spouse in the decisions that affect both of your lives. Ask
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find ways to serve your spouse. Pray for the ability to re!pect yourspouse. Ask God to give your spouse appropriate and healthy
desires, and to give you a willing spirit so you can yieldgjoyfully. Pa'y for the Holy Spirit to fill both of you anew on a daily basis.

EPray for your husband. Pray that your husband€will: love the Bible and read it regularly, hate sin, love to pray, welcome
Christian community in his life and be accountable go at least one Christian man, love to worship, understand the significance of
fighting for his family spiritually, be a mighty man of God. Ask God to fill your husband with the Holy Spirit each day and make him

great leader in your marriage.

FPray for y@rlu_' unbelieving spouse. Ifyowg:)use is not yet a Christian, ask God to show your spouse his or her need for Jesus.
Pray for Goc\[«o deliver your spouse fromegvil that deceives him or her, and help your spouse to discover the truth of the Gospel,
which will set him or her free. Pray thagthe way you live out your faith would be a good example to your spouse that will help him
or her draw clo§er"gg Jesus. Ask God*o give your spouse an unmistakable encounter with the Holy Spirit. Pray for Christian friends

alive!

EPray for protection. Ask God to protect your marriage from evil influences and temptations that can pull you and your spouse

describe the kind of home you want to have, and pray them regularly. Pray against temptations like pornography that can destroy
your marriage. Ask God to help you and your spouse manage your time well so you can protect your time together. Pray for you
and your spouse to be able to forgive each other quickly when you do make mistakes, so no bitterness will develop between you.

EP,ray for your maO OE A C A 6 OAsk GodX& Ehé abiBty to see beyond just the two of you to the greater world and how your
kingdom on earth. Pray for a vision of how God wants to use you and your spouse to serve others. Ask God to show you a group of
people, a part of the world, or an area of life that you and your spouse are both passionate about and could impact together. Then
ask God to lead you to a ministry opportunity in that area. Commit your marriage fully to God and ask Him to constantly show you
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away from Him and each other. Pray for the discernment you need to deal wisely with challenging situations. Find Bible verses thaf
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| think men who have a pierced ear are better prepared for marriage.
They've experienced pain and bought jewelry. ~Rita Rudner


http://www.revellbooks.com/
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HARVEST WORKSHOPS

Tuesday, November 18, 7-9PM
Recipe Swvap & Demonstration

All women in the church are invited to join us in the church Social
Hall/k itchen for a recipe exchange and demonstration. Four
women from our congregation will demonstrate one of their
favorite recipes. All women should bring a copy of a favorite

recipe to share with others. (You only need to bring one copy, we

will Xerox while the demonstrations occur.)
Join us for a fun evening of fellowship and learning!

Tuesday, December 9, 7-9PM
Holiday W reath & Centerpiece
Demonstration

Join us for a rep eat of our popular wreath & centerpiece
demonstration! Bring a bag of greens from your yard and
$5 to pitch in for the other supplies. Holiday refreshments

and good cheer will be provided. Join us!

United Methodist Women @ SUMC

About UMW:

The UMW is composed
of five individual circle groups
with women ranging from their
20's to their 80's. They are a
community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as persons
through Jesus Christ. Each
circle meets at different dates
and times throughout the
month. Circles are involved in
various projects such as
delivering baskets to shut-ins,
preparing soldier boxes and
sponsoring needy families for
Christmas.

To get more information about
UMW or to find a circle that fits
you, please contact the person
listed with the circle that fits into
your schedule!

Grace Circle
Meets 10:30AM on the third
Tuesday of the month.
Contact: Claudine Arnsdorff
754-9484

Love Circle
Meets at Noon on the Tuesday
after the 3" Sunday of the
month.
Contact: Cynthia Brogden
754-1395

Dorcas Circle
Meets at 3:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the 3" Sunday of
each month in the Church
Library.
Contact: Amelia Herrington
754-3006

Willing Workers
Meets at 7:30PM on the
Tuesday after the 3 Sunday of
each month.
Contact: Nicole Rahn
754-7934

Helping Hands Circle
Meets at 6:000PM on the last
Tuesday in the month.
Contact: Denese Parker
754-6327

For more information on the
worldwide organization of the
United Methodist Women,
visit http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/ or contact

SUMCés UMW pr
Betty Waller.
754-6240
3
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Every [woJman who knows how to read has it in
her power to magnify herself, to multiply the ways
in which she exists, to make her life fu
significant, and interestingi Aldous Huxley

I am not but | know | AM freedoméand i n cthecurtainfinally closes on

By Louie Giglio rest. This book will teach your tiny tale & and you
you the rich, meaningful discover thatlfewa snét

We wear ourselves out lifestyle of being small. about you after all.

trying to be smarter, bigger, Free from the worries that o

the center of attention. But used to strang] Iherealstoryoflifeis

dynamic communicator radiate the power  of the Godd 1 AM 8 the main

Louie Gigliods Godwhoisall the things character and true star of

puts success back in youarenot! time and etern  ity. He is at

perspective. When John the center stage in all of

Baptist said that he mus ~ t | am not , but God knows Creation, and He wants

decrease while Jesus must my name. you to know Him by name.

Knowing | AM means
embracing your smallness
light of His greatness.

increase, he was expressing

AN lamnot ,b
the secret to astonishing

e true meaning of

what

QUOTABLES

A woman is like a teabag. It's only when she's in hot water that you realize how strong she is.
~ Nancy Reagan, former First-Lady of the United States of America

[ am convinced that the influence of an army of godly women will be incalculable--in our homes, our
churches, and our culture. Will you be one of those women?
~ Nancy Leigh DeMoss

Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody else.
~ Judy Garland

Dream lofty dreams, and as you dream, so you shall become. Your vision is the promise of what you
shall one day be; your ideal is the prophecy of what you shall at last unveil.
~ James Allen

Life is a big canvas, throw all the paint on it you can.
~ Danny Kaye

The most beautiful things in the world are not seen nor touched. They are felt with the heart.
~ Helen Keller

Women like silent men. They think they're listening.
~Marcel Achard, Quote, 4 November 1956

Sure God created man before woman.
But then you always make a rough draft before the final masterpiece.
~Author Unknown

We are
looking for
submissions to

A Wo men 0 ¢
Wor do!

If you have a recipe, an
article, a thought, a review,
or an idea —
please share it!

Call or e-mail Katie at any
time!
ktwebster@gmail.com or
912.754.9736



http://www.womenoffaith.com/
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