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Hello Beautiful Women of SUMC! 
I love the rain. I know that dark 

clouds and gray weather depresses 
some people ɀ but it somehow refreshes 
me. Sitting on the porch of my auntȭs 
home by the river during a thunder 
storm is one of my all-time favorite 
experiences.  You can see the clouds 
literally roll across the expanse of water 
ɀ and the diagonal lines of rain come 
toward you like a waving sheet. There is 
something so refreshing about a 
drenching, soaking rain. I love the way 
the earth emits its very own smell once 
the water has soaked into every pore. 
Animals creep out of their holes, water 
collects in pools, homes become islands, 

Springfield United Methodist Church 

 

For, after all, put it as we may to ourselves, we are all of us from birth to 
death guests at a table which we did not spread.  The sun, the earth, love, 

friends, our very breath are parts of the banquet.... Shall we think of the day 
as a chance to come nearer to our Host, and to find out something of Him 

who has fed us so long? 
~Rebecca Harding Davis 

word And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lordôs glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory; which comes 

from the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) 
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seem to fit into our culture or our 
thinking. We are so accustomed to the 
idea that the harder we work, the more 
we get, that we often miss the miracle of 
grace. Not only does the God of the 
universe offer us forgiveness and eternal 
life just for the asking, he offers it in great 
expansive and soaking sheets like rain. 
Our God is not stingy. Rather, His desire 
is for us to be soaked to the very core 
with the essential understanding that we 
are never beyond His ability to love us.  

I hope this month of love finds you, 
no matter your situation, entirely soaked 
to your soul in the greatest love story 
that can exist.  

In Christ ~ Katie Webster 
 

people tuck in a bit tighter, and the next 
morning reveals something a bit greener 
and fuller than we had previously known. 

I was listening to the lyrics of the 
song ȰGrace Like Rainȱ by Todd Agnew 
the other day. Agnewȭs song is essentially 
ȰAmazing Graceȱ with just a few additions 
ɀ including the chorus:   
Hallelujah, grace like rain falls down on me 
Hallelujah, all my stains are washed away, 

washed away 
Understanding grace has not always been 
easy. We live in a tit-for-tat world where 
our accomplishments and accolades are 
almost always directly tied to our efforts 
or abilities. The reward of grace doesnȭt 
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HOW'S YOUR                 LIFE? 
By Kay Arthur: Precepts for Life, February 6, 2009(Reprinted from crosswalk.com) 

In light of the fact that it is February--the month in which we 
celebrate Valentine's Day--may I ask you a very personal 

question? "How's your love life?" 
The reason I ask is because your love life, my love life, is a very 
strong indicator of our relationship with God. So how about 
three more heart-searching questions? Questions you might 
want to bring before God in prayer, asking Him to show you 
exactly where you really are. I know that as I have examined 

myself-and continue to do so-God is showing me how much I 
have to learn-where I fail, where I am weak and how much I 
need to grow in love. My cry has been, "Lord, teach me about 

love." What's your cry in respect to love? 
Here, dear one, are the questions: First, how well do you love 
God? And what about others? How do you do in that arena? 

Second, whom do you love the most? God? Others? Yourself? 
Third, how dwells the love of God in you? Do you know 

anyone who needs loving? Whether he or she is lovable or not, 
have you made yourself available to God to be His means of 

loving that person? 
Two months ago we celebrated Christmas-a holiday that in the 

most incredible of ways not only reminds us of God's 
unfathomable love for us, but for the world . . . most of whom 
do not even know He came or Who He was-Who He is! And if 

they do know His name, too often it is only as an expletive. 
John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son. The baby placed in Mary's womb 

supernaturally was the very Son of God . . . the only begotten 
of the Father . . . born to die. God incarnate-living in flesh just 

like ours. Tempted but without sin. The One deemed the 
Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world by 

tasting death (and the separation it brings) for every man. The 
One forsaken by the Father so that you and I would be 

accepted as Beloved-and never, ever forsaken or forgotten. 
And what were we like when God expressed such love towards 

us? Romans 5 tell us Jesus Christ died for us when we were 
without hope. Without hope because we were without God. 

He loved us when we were ungodly, helpless sinners-enemies!! 
And when we finally responded to His wooing and believed, 
God's Word says, "I will call . . . her who was not beloved, 

'beloved'" (Romans 9:25; Hosea 2:23). 
As the ancient hymn writer put it, "Amazing love! How can it 

be, that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?" 
As I write this, I think of a testimony-the story of Serge 
LeClure. At the age of eight Serge was taken from his 

hardworking, loving, single mother and committed to a home 
for delinquent boys-a home where he would be "properly 
cared for." The "care" turned out to be abuse, bullying and 
rape. It was a "care" he constantly ran from, a "care" that 

caused him not to care! But he did learn to survive-through 
hate. 

Serge rose to the top as a gang leader at fifteen. As a dealer in 
drugs, he received over a million dollars for his services. He 
also spent twenty-one years in prison, six of which were in 

solitary confinement. Through a chain of events in prison, he 

came in touch with people who endured embarrassment, 
harassment and much more, for the sole purpose of telling 

others about the love of God. For two years, Serge observed 
love in action-genuine caring. At the age of thirty-eight, Serge 
LeClure knelt on the cement floor of his cell and received the 

tangible gift of God's love by believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

He rose from the floor a new creature-set free from his addiction 
to drugs. The unlovable was loved, the condemned prisoner was 
pardoned, the incorrigible tempered, the sinner deemed a saint, 

set apart for God. And all because of the love of God! As 1 John 
says, "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation [the satisfaction] for our 

sins." This is the power of God's love. 
The power to love. A power given to each of us who believe on 
His name. A love that becomes the distinguishing evidence of 
our salvation according to 1 John 3:10 and 14; 4:7 and 20 and 

5:1. 
So how's your love life? Do you love God? God says we are 
to love Him with all our heart, mind, body, soul and strength. 

But not only God; we are to love others. Those who are 
genuinely born of God not only love the Father, but the child 

born of Him. Thus Jesus gave His disciples a new 
commandment: we are to love one another even as He loves us 
(John 13:34 and 35). It would be time well invested to meditate 
on the ways He expressed His love toward us, toward others, 

even toward the one who would betray Him. 
And what is it that keeps us from loving like this? 

John, the apostle of love, tells us in his first epistle by way of a 
warning: "Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of 
the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, 
but is from the world. The world is passing away . . ." (1 John 

2:15 and 16). 
Yet the world is so very present, isn't it? So alluring! So 

tangible? So appealing to our flesh, our ego, our desire to be, to 
attain, to "make it"! But you have to ask yourself, will it last? Is 

it worth what you pay in time, in energy, in relationships? 
Ours is a culture of softness, easy living-a culture that has 

infiltrated the church. We have a love of softness. We are told, 
"You deserve it! You earned it. You owe it to yourself to be 
good to yourself!" Oh Beloved, we hear it and we believe it. 

We have so loved softness that we have not endured hardship 
as a soldier of Christ. We have not disciplined ourselves for the 

sake of godliness. 
And part of godliness is loving-as He loved-sacrificially, 

selflessly. Loving others not just with word or with tongue, but 
in deed and truth. When we love His way, then we assure our 
heart before Him, and we have confidence in the coming day 
of judgment, because as He is in this world, so are we. They 

know we are His disciples by our love-His love unleashed in us 
to overflow on the world about us. 
So, how is your love life, Beloved? 
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Every evening I turn my worries over to God.    
He's going to be up all night anyway.    

~Mary C. Crowley  
 

Any fool can count the seeds in an apple.    
Only God can count all the apples in one seed.    

~Robert H. Schuller  
 

Certain thoughts are prayers.   There are moments when, whatever be the attitude of 
the body, the soul is on its knees.   ~Victor Hugo  

 

People see God every day, they just don't recognize him.   ~Pearl Bailey 
 

Some stand on tiptoe trying to reach God to talk to him - you try too hard, friend - 
drop to your knees and listen to him, he'll hear you better that way.   ~Ever Garrison  

 

Your talent is God's gift to you.   What you do with it is your gift back to God.    
~Leo Buscaglia 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women @ SUMC 

             All women are invited   

to join a United Methodist 

Circle – or to form a new one! 

See a particular Circle leader 

or Betty Waller for more 

information! 

754-6240 

Grace Circle 

Meets 10:30AM on the third 

Tuesday of the month. 

Contact: Claudine Arnsdorff 

754-9484 

Love Circle 

Meets at Noon on the Tuesday 

after the 3
rd

 Sunday of the 

month. 

Contact: Cynthia Brogden 

754-1395 

 

Dorcas Circle 

Meets at 3:00 PM on the Tuesday 

after the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month in 

the Church Library. 

Contact: Amelia Herrington 

754-3006 

Willing Workers 

Meets at 7:30PM on the 

Tuesday after the 3
rd

 Sunday of 

each month. 

Contact: Nicole Rahn 

754-7934 

Helping Hands Circle 

Meets the last Monday in the 

month at 7PM at the church. 

Contact: Denese Parker 

754-6327 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipe Of The Month 
  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School for all ages occurs every 

Sunday from 9:45-10:45. If you need help 

finding a class that is right for you, 

contact the church office! 
 
 

Menôs Ministry 
Mention to your husbands, brothers, fathers, and 

friends that the United Methodist Men meet on the 

fourth Tuesday of the month for dinner & 

fellowship! All men are welcome to attend; feel 

free to call the church office for more information! 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter an 8-inch-
square baking pan. Line bottom with parchment 
paper, leaving an overhang on two sides. Butter 
paper; set pan aside. In a medium bowl, whisk 
together flour, baking powder, and salt; set aside.  

2. Place butter and chocolates in a large heatproof 
bowl set over (not in) a saucepan of simmering 
water. Heat until smooth, 2 to 3 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. Remove from heat, and stir in sugars, 
eggs, vanilla, flour mixture, and half of pecans. 
Transfer batter to prepared pan; smooth top. 
Sprinkle with remaining pecans.  

3. Bake until a toothpick inserted in center comes out 
clean, 30 to 35 minutes. Set pan on a wire rack; let 
cool completely. Using paper overhang, lift brownie 
onto a cutting board; cut into 16 squares. Store 
brownies in an airtight container at room 
temperature, up to 5 days.  

 

 

PECAN FUDGE BROWNIES 
 1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, plus more for 

pan  

 1 cup all-purpose flour (spooned and leveled)  

 1/4 teaspoon baking powder  

 1/8 teaspoon salt  

 2 ounces unsweetened chocolate, coarsely 
chopped  

 1 ounce semisweet chocolate, coarsely chopped  

 1 cup packed dark-brown sugar  

 1/4 cup granulated sugar  

 2 large eggs  

 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract  

 1 cup pecans, coarsely chopped  
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We are  
looking for  

submissions to  
ñWomenôs Wordò!  
If you have a recipe, an 

article, a thought, a 
review, or an idea –  

please share it!  
Call or e-mail Katie at 

any time!  
ktwebster@gmail.com or 

912.754.9736 

 
 

 

 
 

Readerôs 

Corner 
Every [wo]man who knows how to read has it in her 

power to magnify herself, to multiply the ways in which 

she exists, to make her life full, significant, and 

interesting. ï Aldous Huxley 

UPCOMING 
WOMENôS 
EVENTS: 

 

2009 

 

Womenõs Supper 

The first Tuesday of 

every month from 

6:30-8:30PM. 

 Join us! 

 
June 19-20: 

òA Grand New Dayó 

with Women of Faith, 

Jacksonville, FL 

www.womenoffaith.com 

 

September 18-19: 

òDeeper Stilló with Beth 

Moore, Orlando, FL 

www.lifeway.com 

òUnconditional love 

is eagerly promised 

at weddings, but 

rarely practiced in 

real life..ó 

The Love Dare, as featured 

in the new movie Fireproof, is 

a 40-day challenge for 

husbands and wives to 

understand and practice 

unconditional love. Whether 

your marriage is hanging by a 

thread or healthy and strong, 

The Love Dare is a journey 

you need to take.  

Unconditional love is 

eagerly promised at 

weddings, but rarely 

practiced in real life. As a 

result, romantic hopes are 

often replaced with 

disappointment in the home, 

but it doesn't have to stay 

that way.  

(Publisher’s Review) 

 

 

THE LOVE DARE   -By Stephen & Alex Kendrick  

MONTHLY WOMENȭS SUPPER! 
All women of SUMC are invited to our new monthly 

womenȭs suppers! Have you longed for an opportunity 
to be part of an SUMC womenȭs group or UMW Circle 

and just felt like you donȭt have the time? Then join us!  
All women of SUMC ɀ and friends ɀ are invited the first 

Tuesday of the month for dinner and a brief 
discussion. Come once or come every month!  

We hope to see you there! 

TUESDAY, March 3rd , 6:30-8:30PM 


