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Hello Beautiful Women of SUMC! 
I love a good story. I think good 

story tellers are often the most popular 
people for a reason. We love to listen 
and be entertained, to be captured, to be 
taken away, and to be reminded about 
how zany, ridiculous, hilarious, or 
poignant our Ȱnormalȱ lives can be.  

My Great Uncle Richard is an 
amazing storyteller. When he is not 
around, people try to emulate his words, 
expressions, and even stance in their 
own stories. His favorite explanation of 
the difference between his version ɀ and 
that of an eye-witness is, Ȱnever let the 
truth interfere with a good story.ȱ 

Maybe we love stories so much 
because our lives are essentially one big 
story ɀ with lots of chapters or volumes 
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    There is no situation so chaotic that God cannot from that 
situation create something that is surpassingly good. He did 
it at the creation. He did it at the c ross. He is doing it today.  

         -Bishop Handley Moule (see also Gen. 1:31; Rom. 8:28; Phil. 2:5-11.) 

word And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lordôs glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory; which comes 

from the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) 
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water. He never discussed global 
warming, cooling, or El Nino ɀ but he 
stopped a storm. His actions and his 
authority consistently showed people 
truth ɀ more than diagrams or charts 
could explain them. Beyond that, he 
consistently loved people and told them 
about his Father in heaven. 

Our lives, our stories, will one day 
come to an end on this side of the veil. 
We will be retold in a few lines ɀ and the 
question for us to consider is what those 
lines will be. Will our witness, our story, 
be one that continually points to us ɀ or 
to something bigger, better, and more 
awesome than we could ever create. I 
hope your story this month is a good 
(Godly) one! 

In Christ -- Katie Webster 
 

or articles. Funerals are great places to 
hear metaphors along those lines. People 
who keep diaries or journals are specially 
equipped to see the story arch of their 
lives ɀ and those of us who are Christians 
can see the work of God on its twists and 
turns. 

Jesus was a storyteller. His stories, 
however, were not self-directed. He did 
not point to his own successes, failures, or 
whimsies. Rather, the small stories ɀ and 
the full work of his life ɀ point to the 
Kingdom of God. 

Jesusȭ example taught us that the best 
way to explain the difference between the 
seen and unseen is in the way we live our 
lives. Our Ȱlife storyȱ communicates a 
great deal. He never explained the physics 
of water or storms, but he walked on 

http://www.cqod.com/cqodndal.htm#MouleH
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.%201:31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.%208:28
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.%202:5-11
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BRING WORSHIP HOME!  
By Peter Beck, Assistant Professor of Religion, Charleston Southern University; Printed from crosswalk.com 

It happens all the time. Youôve read a passage before, maybe many times. Then, out of the blue, those assumed familiar words 

jump off the page, grab you by the ears, and scream, ñLook at me!ò That happened to me again recently as I was reading 

through 1 Chronicles. Chapter 16 ends with these incredibly subtle but marvelously rich words: 

"Then all the people departed each to his house, and David went home to bless his household." 
 

The context of verse 43 is the bringing of the ark up to Jerusalem. David and others had worshipped God and his covenantal 

faithfulness corporately. Now, David is on his way home and seeking to see the overflow of that worship touch his family as 

well. 

 

There are several strong reminders for us in this little verse: 

1 - Worship does not end at noon. What we do on Sunday morning is the beginning of a weeklong period of worship, meant 

to go with us beyond the church doors into every area of our lives. 

 

2 - True worship buoys our entire being. When we really worship, putting God first, we cannot but help to be lifted up. It is 

at this point the Westminster admonitions to glorify God and enjoy him forever come together. When we truly glorify God, it 

changes our outlook and raises our spirits. By worshipping God, we enjoy God, and we want more of God. 

 

3 - Family worship is a natural extension of corporate worship. David wasnôt merely content to head home whistling the 

tune to his favorite hymn. He wanted to see them enjoy the blessings of worshiping God as well. He wanted to bring them 

alongside himself in his abundance of joy. 

 

4 - This text (well actually its sister text in 2 Samuel 16) reminds us that the cares of the world, if we allow them to intrude, 

can destroy our spirit of worship and take away the joy of our relationship with God. In Davidôs case, his wife Michal, a 

daughter of his predecessor Saul, immediately confronted him over his public acts of worship. She stole his joy. He went from 

intending to bless his family to defending himself. We must be ever vigilant to protect and preserve the attitude of worship. 

 

The next time you go to church, see if you find yourself in Davidôs shoes, jubilant and full of the desire to share that joy with 

others. If so, do so. Tell others about your worship experience. Invite them in to your joy. Add other voices to the choir of 

God. If not, why not? Did you not truly worship? Or, do the cares of this world obscure your view of the one to come? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Street Light Reflections 
by   Allison Snooks 

I was attending  a workshop when I was inspired to write the story, below.  The instructor asked for us to describe a 
ÐÕÄÄÌÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎȟ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓȡ  ȰÄÉÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÄÄÙȱ ÏÒ Ȱa 
×ÅÔȟ ÃÌÁÙ ÐÕÄÄÌÅ ÏÎ Á ÄÉÒÔ ÒÏÁÄȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÒÉÅÆ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÙ mind, ×ÁÓ ȰÁ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ in the puddle from 
ÕÐ ÁÂÏÖÅȱȢ  !Ó ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÃÏÎÓÅÃÕÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÉÎÄȟ ) ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ   

On a warm evening, in a candlelight atmosphere, in 1890, an aura of coolness surrounds us with a refreshing mist. The 
hoofs of a horse tap lightly on the cobblestone street, like even beats of a metronome. We are calmed to a serene trance, and a 
feeling of control comes over us. The beautifully ornate gas street light reflects in a small translucent puddle, helping to inspire 
reflection on the events of the day and of past experiences. This brings about a distinct way to ponder thoughts without 
distraction, or interference of extraneous, frivolous events. As the horse gently steps into the puddle, it splashes vertically. This 
helps, as a reminder, to restore or to contemplate on the potential energy within us; which gives inspiration to be creative and 
to be reflective.  

'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ, fruitful life he has provided for us. He wants everyone to look 
beyond themselves, and to contemplate His desires for us. This omnipotent God does not intend for us to be stagnant in life, like 
a puddle sitting there waiting to dissipate into thin air. Without hesitation, we need to use His inspiring surroundings to be 
enlightened and focused; ÁÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ Á ȰÃÌÅÁÒȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÕÃÅÎÔȱ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÄÉÓÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎÓȢ In order to 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÓÔÒÉÆÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÉÂÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÉÓ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌȢ We are created by energy, and 
love. Sometimes, we need to restore the energy within us, and not allow anything to interfere in our relationship with the Lord. 
The Lord works through His Word, as he works through others and through the beauties of the universe. The essential and 
utmost goal is to put God first, and to reflect on the inspirations of the blessings in our life. Then, we will be able to be focused 
ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ before us.  He will lead us down the path of righteousness, and we will be set free. We will be 
able to see clearly, and use the most minute thing (like a clear, translucent puddle) to inspire us to be reflective and creative 
×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎȢ 
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Purpose of the United Method ist Women  
The organized unit of United Methodist Women is a community of women whose PURPOSE is to 

know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission thr ough participation in the global ministries 

of the church. 
 

Happy 140th Birthday United Methodist Women!  
Do you know? March 23 rd, 2009 was the 140th anniversary of the organization that we know as United 
Methodist Women? On March 23, 1869, in Boston, eight women gathered at Tremont Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church to form the Womenõs Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Isabella Thoburn and Clara Swain left for India in November of 1869 as the Societyõs first missionaries. 

It was the first of eight womenõs missionary societies founded by our predecessor organizations. 
Today, we continue the legacy of women organized for mission as United Methodist Women in our 

Springfield UMC Circles.  
 

If you would like to join one of the UMW Circl es, or form your own, contact  
Mrs. Betty Waller at 754-6240 or through the church office.  

 
 
 

United Methodist Women @ SUMC  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School for all ages occurs every 

Sunday from 9:45-10:45. If you need help 

finding a class that is right for you, 

contact the church office! 
 
 

Menôs Ministry 
Mention to your husbands, brothers, fathers, and 

friends that the United Methodist Men meet on the 

fourth Tuesday of the month for dinner & 

fellowship! All men are welcome to attend; feel 

free to call the church office for more information! 

  
Fold in: 3 cups of diced apples and one cup 
of chopped nuts.  
  
Bake: 325 degrees for 45 minutes to one 
hour. 
 

Submitted by Sara Hart 

Fresh Apple Cake 
  

Mix together: 2 cups sugar, 1 1/4 cups of oil, 
3 large eggs, and one teaspoon of vanilla 
extract.  
  
Add: 1 teaspoon salt, one teaspoon baking 
soda, one teaspoon of cinnamon, and 3 
cups of flour 

             All women are invited   to join a United Methodist Circle – or to 

form a new one! See a particular Circle leader or Betty Waller for more 

information! 

 

Grace Circle: Meets 10:30AM on the third Tuesday of the month. 

Contact: Claudine Arnsdorff, 754-9484 

 

Dorcas Circle: Meets at 3:00 PM on the Tuesday after the 3
rd

 Sunday of 

each month in the Church Library. 

Contact: Amelia Herrington, 754-3006 

 

Willing Workers: Meets at 7:30PM on the Tuesday after the 3
rd

 Sunday. 

Contact: Karen Hall, 728-4964 

 

Helping Hands Circle: Meets the last Monday in the month at 7PM at 

the church. Contact: Denese Parker, 754-6149 

 

 

 

 

 Recipe Of The Month 
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We are  
looking for  

submissions to  
ñWomenôs Wordò!  
If you have a recipe, an 

article, a thought, a 
review, or an idea –  

please share it!  
Call or e-mail Katie at 

any time!  
ktwebster@gmail.com or 

912.754.9736 

 
 

 

 
 

 Every [wo]man who knows how to read has it in her power to 

magnify herself, to multiply the ways in which she exists, to 

make her life full, significant, and interesting. ï Aldous Huxley 

UPCOMING 
WOMENôS 
EVENTS: 

 

2009 

 

Womenõs Supper 

The first Tuesday of 

every month from 

7:00-8:30PM. 

 Join us! 
(We will not meet in April 

because of Revival.) 

 
August 28-29 

òA Grand New Dayó 

with Women of Faith 

Atlanta, GA  

www.womenoffaith.com 

 

September 18-19: 

òDeeper Stilló with Beth 

Moore, Orlando, FL 

www.lifeway.com 

òYou can know 

the joy of  

unconditional 

love!ó 

Dr. Gary Chapman 

believes you have a God -

given yearning for 

complete and 

unconditional love.   But 

youôll never be able to 

express it ï or receive it 

ï until you learn to speak 

the right ñloveò 

language.   The Five Love 

Languages for Singles  

reveals how different 

personalities express love 

in different ways.   In fact, 

divorced, separated or 

never married, these 

proven principles of 

communicating and 

receiving unconditional 

love can apply in all 

your relationships, 

including friends, 

coworkers, classmates 

or roommates.  

  

Singles ï Discover th e 

joy of expressing love, 

and feeling truly loved 

in return!  

 

(Review taken from 
back cover of book.)  

there are five specific 

languages of love:  

  

Quality time  

Words of Affirmation  

Gifts  

Acts of Service  

Physical Touch  

  

Gary Chapmanôs first 

best -selling book, The 

Five Love Languages , 

has already connected 

with more than 3 million 

readers.   How he tailors 

that message to meet 

the unique needs of 

singles, using real - life 

examples and anecdotes 

taken from his 30 years 

of interaction with single 

adults.  

 Whether yo u are young 

or old: widowed, 

THE FIVE LOVE LANGUAGES :  SINGLES  EDITION   
-By Gary Chapman  

-/.4(,9 7/-%.ȭ3 3500%2Ȧ 
All women ÏÆ 35-# ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
suppers! Have you longed for an opportunity to be part of an 
35-# ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÒ 5-7 #ÉÒÃÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÅÌÔ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȩ 4ÈÅÎ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȦ  
All women of SUMC ɀ and friends ɀ are invited the first 

Tuesday of the month for dinner and a brief discussion. Come 
once or come every month!  
We hope to see you there! 

TUESDAY, May 5, 7:00-8:30PM 

Readerôs 

Corner 


